Introduced by Council Member Gulliford: 

RESOLUTION 2013-42
A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SHAANXI NORMAL UNIVERSITY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA IS OF GREAT BENEFIT TO THE UNIVERSITY AND THE JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the President of the University of North Florida and the President of Shaanxi Normal University will establish a Confucius Institute that will facilitate the mutual relationship between both institutions for the purpose of broadening and deepening the community’s understanding of Chinese culture, history, and philosophy; and


WHEREAS, Chinese culture impacts social, political and economic development throughout the world; and


WHEREAS, students, faculty and the community will engage in a process of coming to appreciate Chinese contributions to world culture; and

WHEREAS, the Confucius Institute will promote Chinese language and expand language learning opportunities for the UNF students, faculty and the community; and foster a deeper understanding of Chinese culture throughout the UNF community and the North Florida Region; and

WHEREAS, the Confucius Institute will organize and administer Chinese Proficiency Testing (HSK) and provide Chinese teacher professional development for K-12 schools in the North Florida Region; and 

WHEREAS, the Confucius Institute will provide opportunities for faculty exchange to and from China through UNF exchange partners; and will enhance scholarships related to China in the areas of language, culture, philosophy, history, healthcare, education, science and economic development; and

WHEREAS, the Confucius Institute will encourage student exchange from and to China and promote mutual understanding between China and the United States; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby endorses the establishment of a Confucius Institute on the premises of the University of North Florida in partnership with Shaanxi Normal University for the benefit of UNF and its community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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